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Welcome Speech 

Dra. Montserrat Casas, Chancellor, Mr. Joan Sastre, General Director of Tourism Promotion, 

Dr. Camilo Cela and authorities, professors and students of the Open University for Senior’s 

Second International Summer University at the University of the Balearic Islands, welcome to 

Mallorca, welcome to the UIB. 

I wish to extend a special welcome to Ms. Lesley A. Hart, Director of Lifelong Learning at the 

University of Strathclyde in Glasgow, with whom I have had the chance to share a range of 

diverse experiences this academic year. 

This is the second time this summer international university has been organised on the UIB’s 

campus within the context of our lifelong educational programme for seniors called the Open 

University for Seniors (OUS). Our objective is to foster relationships and enable the exchange 

of knowledge and experiences among students from university programmes for seniors from 

different countries, based on a programme with educational, cultural and social content within 

the university context. 

This objective rests on three fundamental pillars: firstly, English as the main language of use in 

the programme. Logically, this has involved a great effort from us, as it has for those of you, 

who do not speak English as your language of reference. Nevertheless, we hope that this effort 

also allows us to contribute to the aims of internationalising the UIB that the Chancellor’s office 

is promoting. 

The second pillar of support relates to the contents and activities that this summer university, 

entitled “Living Science on Campus”, has been structured around to celebrate and disseminate 

scientific achievements related to the bicentennial of Darwin’s birth and International 

Astronomy Year; concepts we have helped disseminate in the Balearic Islands through a 

number of different Open University for Seniors programmes during this academic year. 

 



 

Thus, this programme has been organised around practical workshops on a range of scientific 

topics, which will be held on and off the university campus. To this end, we will be visiting and 

working at the IMEDEA Research Institute, Costix Astronomy Observatory, Soller Science 

Museum and Botanical Garden, in addition to the course contents covered in the UIB’s 

classrooms and research laboratories. 

We hope to achieve the third pillar - the cultural, social and entertainment dimension  -  in this 

summer university, through the activities programme we have prepared, which consists of a 

daily morning programme with Tai Chi, different events – including the award of the prize for 

the best work on Darwin – exhibitions, walks and visits to Palma’s Historic Centre, the 

Cathedral and Bellver Castle, enlivened by our Choir, a gala dinner in the Son Lledó gardens, 

activities and evening get-togethers in the university’s residence hall, in addition to the 

resources on the university campus we have made available to students such as, the sports 

centre, library, bars and restaurants, etc. 

Organising a programme with these features clearly requires copious resources as well as close 

collaboration between many people, not to mention the organisation’s hopes and expectations 

during all these months. Therefore, I wish to thank Mr. Joan Sastre, the Balearic Government’s 

General Director of Tourism Promotion in the Council of Tourism, who has helped us make this 

summer university a reality this academic year, and also provided us with the economic support 

needed for this second edition, without which it would not have been possible. 

I also wish to thank other people on behalf of the institutions that have helped launch this 

second edition: Mr. Pedro Oliver from the Municipal Tourism Institute, the Palma Municipal 

Council’s Protocol Service, Mr. Pere Fullana, Island Director of the Mallorca Council's 

Institutional Relations, Mr. Antoni Sorà, Managing Director of the Fundación Sa Nostra and 

Mr. Antonio Sánchez from El Corte Ingles’ External Relations Department. 

As for the organisation at the UIB, I wish to thank all of the participating teaching staff and the 

administrative staff - especially and fundamentally Mrs. Bàrbara Ordinas - as well as all the 

people in the organisation who have provided support for this event: Cristina Fernández, Liberto 

Macías, Mari Luzy Díaz, Margalida Pons and Elisa Banal. 

Before concluding, I wish to extend a cordial welcome to the 27 students from the Universities 

of Lancaster, Sheffield and Strathclyde in Great Britain, the 6 students from Dortmund in 

Germany, the 11 students from Oporto in Portugal and the 35 Spanish students from the 

University of Valencia, the Autonomous University of Barcelona, the University of Vigo, the 

Complutense University of Madrid, Carlos III University, the Autonomous University of 

Madrid, the University of Extremadura and the University of the Balearic Islands in Palma and 

Ibiza. 

I especially wish to welcome students from the UIB’s Open University for Seniors in Ibiza. In 

this case, for a twofold reason, since these students will be part of the Organising Committee of 

the Third International Summer University next year, which will take place on both the islands 

of Mallorca and Ibiza from September 5 to 11, 2010 under the theme of the Balearic Islands’ 

Cultural Heritage. 

I hope that you will like and enjoy this programme and that, among us all, we will keep on 

learning. 

Thank you very much and I hope you enjoy the course! 

 

Palma, September 7, 2009 


